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It has found many uses industrially as an oxidising agent,
which will be detailed in a subsequent section of this volume.
Eeference, however, maybe made to the deodorising of air,
the conversion of manganates into permanganates, of chlo-
rates into perchlorates, and the " drying" of oils in the" pre-
paration of linoleum and varnishes.
At suitable temperatures selective oxidation of undesirable
substances which give an objectionable colour or odour to
many fats and waxes may be obtained, and such processes of
bleaching are receiving extended application. Attempts have
also been made to accelerate the ageing of spirits and wine
"by fractional oxidation with ozone.
Ozone is a powerful germicide, as was first indicated by
ITrohlich. Its high germicidsil activity is doubtless due to its
oxidising power, and as a dual agent of this character it has
been fairly extensively employed for the sterilisation of public
water supplies, for the treatment of wounds in hospitals, and
for various purposes of sterilisation and preservation in in-
dustries, such as hide preservation, cold meat storage and
the like. Although ozone in high concentrations will effect
the sterilisation of air, yet such concentrations as are neces-
sary (ca. '05 per cent.) are not capable of respiration \vittout
damage to the tissues, consequently 'its chief function is as a
deodoriser and "freshener "for air in confined and crowded
spaces.
In the realm of organic chemistry ozone has received ap-
plication in two directions, firstly as an oxidising agent of
great strength "wbieh introduces no foreign matter, and
secondly as a reagent for the ethylene linkage - C = C - .
AJS an oxidising agent it is employed for the preparation